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to be a place where ‘‘. . . an undivided Atten-
tion may be given to the Cultivation of Virtue, 
and literary Improvement; and that a System 
of Discipline may be introduced and pre-
served, incompatible with Indolence and Inat-
tention in the Professor, or with incorrigible 
Habits of Immorality in the Student.’’ In short, 
his vision was for a place of serious learning 
which also reflected Jesuit values. Beyond 
that, Father Carroll made clear that he in-
tended for the institution ‘‘to agreeably to the 
liberal Principle of our Constitution, . . . be 
open to Students of EVERY RELIGIOUS 
PROFESSION.’’ The emphasis was his, and, 
fortunately, that emphasis on diversity has 
been carried forward not only with regard to 
religious belief, but also in terms of geo-
graphic, ethnic and cultural aspects. 

Indeed, when students first began studying 
at Georgetown in 1792, the student body in-
cluded both U.S. and international students. 
That tradition has continued and evolved over 
the last two-plus centuries. Today, among the 
nearly 18,000 students who are enrolled at 
Georgetown—including undergraduate, grad-
uate, medical and law students, students 
come from all fifty of the states of this country, 
as well as the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam and the North-
ern Mariana Islands, and from 141 countries 
around the globe. Clearly, Georgetown is a 
national and a global university today. Over 
recent years, it has consistently ranked among 
the most highly regarded post-secondary insti-
tutions in the United States. 

Since its founding and the granting of the 
federal charter by legislation enacted by this 
Congress in 1815 to ‘‘the College of George-
town in the District of Columbia,’’ the Univer-
sity has grown and incorporated new compo-
nents. In 1850, the Georgetown Medical 
School was established, and, in 1870, the 
Georgetown University Law Center began op-
eration. In the first decade of the twentieth 
century, the Georgetown University School of 
Dentistry was established (1901), followed 
shortly thereafter with the opening of the 
‘‘Georgetown Training School for Nurses.’’ In 
1919, the Walsh School of Foreign Service 
was established, followed by the Institute for 
Languages and Linguistics in 1949 and the 
McDonough School of Business in 1957. Just 
this year, the University’s Public Policy Insti-
tute became the McCourt School of Public 
Policy. 

Indeed, this institution, which I am proud to 
call my alma mater, is a University that has re-
mained true to its founding principles while 
evolving to reflect the changes that have taken 
place in this nation and, indeed, internation-
ally. Having begun my own studies at George-
town nearly six decades ago and maintaining 
ongoing contact with the University since that 
time, I can attest to the University’s commit-
ment to addressing the challenges faced by 
our society and its consistent focus on devel-
oping students who are ready to contribute to 
future prosperity and positive civic leadership. 

There is no doubt that Georgetown has left 
an indelible mark on my life and my career in 
public service. Indeed, the University’s Mission 
Statement identifies Georgetown as committed 
to educating women and men ‘‘to be respon-
sible and active participants in civic life and to 
live generously in service to others.’’ Today, 
fourteen members of the House of Represent-

atives, of both political parties and wide rang-
ing political philosophies, hold Georgetown de-
grees. Likewise, six current United States 
Senators hold Georgetown diplomas. The 
same can be said of governors, cabinet secre-
taries and a large number of members of our 
diplomatic corps. Though we do not all agree 
on many policy issues, we all have been im-
bued with a commitment to public service that 
is an intrinsic part of what a Georgetown edu-
cation is all about. 

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to 
study at Georgetown and to have witnessed 
its ongoing progress. I am proud to call the 
University’s President, Dr. John DeGioia, a 
friend. He is indeed an exemplary leader for 
the University and in American higher edu-
cation. To President DeGioia and everyone 
else with any tie to Georgetown, I extend 
hearty congratulations on this occasion and 
best wishes for the century ahead which will, 
no doubt, build on its sustaining traditions and 
its adaptability. 
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Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize Ms. Barbara Heller on the oc-
casion of her retirement from the San Rafael 
City Council. Ms. Heller’s two decades of serv-
ice on the San Rafael City Council have been 
marked by her dedication to improving the 
quality of life for those who live and work in 
the City of San Rafael. 

Ms. Heller’s commitment to San Rafael and 
the wider Marin community has been charac-
terized by her leadership on a wide array of 
groups, as President of the Marin County 
Council of Mayors and Councilmembers, 
President of the Marin Transit Board of Direc-
tors, the San Rafael Planning Commission, 
the San Rafael Sanitation District, and many 
other committees. 

Throughout her service, Barbara dem-
onstrated a fundamental and deep under-
standing of the many ways in which the entire 
San Rafael community would benefit from vi-
brant, civic-minded economic development. 
She has set a prime example of caring, in-
sightful, and pragmatic governance focused on 
the people whom she served. 

Please join me in expressing deep apprecia-
tion to Ms. Barbara Heller for her long and im-
pressive career, and her exceptional record of 
service. 
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DREAM MLK LEGACY AWARD 
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OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Fred L. Davis on receiving the 

2014 Be the Dream MLK Legacy Award. This 
special award is given to those individuals 
whose lives have ‘‘embodied the spirit and 
legacy of service, sacrifice and hope’’ that 
characterized the work of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. As a businessman, public servant 
and a leader in the Civil Rights Movement, it 
is fitting that this award be bestowed upon 
Fred Davis in recognition of his accomplish-
ments and contributions. 

Fred Davis was born in Memphis, Ten-
nessee on May 8, 1934, and graduated from 
Manassas High School in 1953 before grad-
uating with a B.S. from Tennessee State Uni-
versity in 1957. Mr. Davis entered the Army 
after college and served two years in France. 
Soon after returning from the Army, he 
opened the Fred L. Davis Insurance Agency in 
1967, becoming one of the first African-Amer-
ican insurance agencies in the South. He was 
the first African-American policy writing agent 
in six neighboring states and the first African- 
American member of the Independent Insur-
ance Agents of America. In 1968, his insur-
ance agency was appointed to represent the 
Hartford Group and has maintained the con-
tract ever since. 

In that same year, Fred Davis was one of 
three African-Americans elected to serve on 
the newly formed Memphis City Council. He 
was selected Chairman of the Public Works 
Committee and fought for sanitation workers 
during the Sanitation Strike of 1968. The 
strike, which brought Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
to Memphis, afforded Davis the opportunity to 
march with and stand alongside Dr. King as 
he delivered his ‘‘I’ve Been to the Mountain-
top’’ speech at Mason Temple Church of God 
In Christ in Memphis. 

In 1972, Davis became the first African- 
American to chair the Memphis City Council 
and was judged by black and white Mem-
phians alike as fair and honest in his dealings. 
Davis also served as president of the Liberty 
Bowl, a beacon of pride for Memphis sports, 
making him one of the few African-Americans 
to head a major bowl in the U.S. He holds cer-
tifications in many areas of the insurance in-
dustry, including licenses in property and cau-
sality coverage, the Life Underwriting Training 
Council (LUTC) Certificate and a securities 
registered series seven with the National As-
sociation of Security Dealers (NASD). Mr. 
Davis is also a founding director and past 
president of the Mid-South Minority Business 
Council and a Certified Minority Vendor. In ad-
dition, he is an active member of Beulah Bap-
tist Church, serving as a senior deacon and 
trustee. 

Fred Davis has always supported me in my 
State Senatorial and U.S. Congressional 
races, and I am honored to know him as a 
successful businessman, a leader in the com-
munity for over half a century and a friend. A 
civil rights activist and defender of democracy 
for all, he has shown his dedication to the 
people of Memphis no matter their race. There 
is no doubt that his work is worthy of this 
award named after Reverend Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Fred L. 
Davis on being awarded the 2014 Be the 
Dream MLK Legacy Award. 
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